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    The Village Life 
           Friends of Cookham Dean Village Hall Newsletter 

March 2023

UPDATE FROM YOUR HALL 

Since the last edition of The Village Life we have been 

busy continuing to maintain and improve the Village 

Hall to meet the needs of our many diverse users.  

Indeed, our current occupancy rate is as high as ever 

with up to 14 different groups or events in a normal 

week. 

We have recently replaced the hall heating system 

with energy efficient air conditioning that will heat, 

and potentially cool, the hall flexibly.  What’s more, 

it makes almost no noise: a welcome relief for those 

who organise speakers and quiet events.  The 

substantial installation at the back of the stage will 

also be removed, providing more space for the 

thespians.   

Damaged tables have been replaced and crockery 

and cutlery topped up with at least 120 of everything.  

The hall’s wi-fi system has been beefed up and now 

provides coverage for the whole village green, the Old 

Cricket Pavilion and the WI Hall.  We have also re-

laid the paving and kerbs outside the kitchen door 

and side emergency exit.  This will provide safer 

passage, especially for disabled users accessing the 

side door, and improve the flow of rainwater to 

prevent the flooding experienced in recent years.  

The outside woodwork will soon be painted, and we 

are looking at providing digital projection to enable 

users to connect their own data sources for slides, 

films and backdrops. 

Towards the end of 2022 we ran several successful 

events.  Our bonfire and fireworks team did a superb 

job; the event was well attended and provided a 

useful boost to hall funds.  A good crowd joined Ross 

Kemp for the lighting of our Christmas tree with 

carol singing, mulled wine and mince pies, and great 

fun was had by all at the Christmas party and 

pantomime. 

As you will see in this newsletter, we are planning a 

number of activities.  As with the Jubilee celebrations 

in 2022, we will take the lead in facilitating events 

around the Coronation weekend and provide a large 

marquee on the village green. 

I must put on record our thanks to my predecessor, 

Finbar Murphy, who stepped down as Chair in 

November after leading our team for seven years with 

great energy.  He leaves the hall and the Club in a very 

strong position and will be staying on as part of the 

team.  Thanks also to Sabine Bolier and Jacqui 

Travaglia who have both left the village and have now 

passed the roles of Treasurer and The Village Life 

editor to Peter Harvey and Sue Ferguson respectively.  

Finally, thanks to all the team who help keep the hall 

running smoothly. 

Peter Austen 

WINE WIT AND WISDOM 

The Cookhams’ Fundraising Group for Thames 
Hospice invite you to an evening of Wine Wit 
and Wisdom on Friday 21st April  

Who doesn’t like a glass of wine?  On Friday 21st April 

at 7:30pm we are holding a wine tasting evening with 

a two-course supper in Cookham Dean Village Hall.  It 

will be a fun evening for all to enjoy, with one or two 

‘experts’ trying to convince you of what you are 

drinking ...sadly they may not all be right!  No 

knowledge of wine is necessary.  We just want you to 

relax, enjoy the spectacle, have supper and go home 

happy and entertained.  

Genevieve Usher is standing by on 01628 482015 with 

£25 tickets available now.  Your good health! 

 

 

THE CHERRY PICKERS’ COMEDY 
NIGHT - Friday 28th April 

The Cherry Pickers of Cookham Dean will be running 
another of their famous comedy nights – with four 
professional comedians – on Friday 28th April in 
Cookham Dean Village Hall.   

Tickets are £20 with optional food available. 

Doors open 7:00pm.  Show starts 8:00pm.  

Please contact Luke Dobson for tickets at: 
lukedobson@hotmail.com 

mailto:lukedobson@hotmail.com
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CORONATION IN COOKHAM DEAN 
Friday 5th – Monday 8th May 

Plans are now well 
underway for the village’s 
Coronation celebrations 
in May with a large 
marquee on the village 
green to house the events.  

On Friday 5th May a 
special Coronation Metre Market full of delicious 
treats and interesting gifts will be held in the 
marquee.   

On the day of the Coronation the marquee will host a 

music festival from 3:00pm-10:00pm featuring local 

celebrity Beth Morris, supported by at least five 

bands, and with a bar and several food vendors. For 

more information and tickets, check out Cookham 

Dean Coronation Festival Facebook page. 

In line with nationwide plans, ‘The Big Lunch’ will be 
held in the marquee on Sunday 7th May from 1:00pm 
- 5:00pm.  We will provide tables and chairs – please 
book through www.cookhamdeanvillagehall.com.  A 
bar will be available but bring your own food, drink 
and decorations. Keep a look out for further 
information on www.cookhamdeanvillagehall.com 

To round off the celebrations, on Monday 8th May, we 

will present Cookham Dean’s version of ‘The Big 

Help Out’ from 1:00pm-5:00pm. This will be a fair 

for local charities and voluntary groups to explain 

what they do, while raising funds through stalls. Live 

music, food and a bar will add to the fun. Contact 

Peter chairman@cookhamdeanvillageclub.com  

 

MAIDENHEAD & DISTRICT TALKING 
NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION 

The Association provides edited audio versions of the 
Maidenhead Advertiser every two weeks.  The 
recordings are produced on USB drives with suitable 
players provided and listeners receive and return the 
recordings via the Royal Mail Freepost.  The service 
is free to all those living in the SL6 postal area who 
are suffering visual or motor impairment.   

The Association is urgently seeking volunteers, 
especially sound recordists and duplicators.  Sound 
recordists operate standard recording equipment for 
which training is given.  Recordings take place with 
reading teams over three hours on Fridays. 
Duplicators work individually or in pairs and 
training is given.   

Volunteers work on roster systems, normally giving 
their time once every six to eight weeks. If you are 
interested in volunteering or for further information, 
please contact 01628 631259.  

THE GRAVITY GRAND PRIX 
Sunday 10th September 

Advance warning to all villagers!  The 2023 Gravity 

Grand Prix will take place on Sunday 10th September.  

Organised by the Cherry Pickers of Cookham Dean, last 

year’s event raised over £16,000 for the Air Ambulance 

and other local charities.   

Put the date in your diary now and do consider entering.  

It’s never too early to start planning your kart to take on 

the challenge of the hill.  We also need a lot of help over 

that weekend to stage the event.  Find more information 

by typing ‘The Gravity Grand Prix Google’ into your 

browser or contact info@gravitygrandprix.co.uk  

 
COOKHAM DEAN VILLAGE FETE  
Saturday 16th September 

This year’s Cookham Dean Village Fete will be held on 
Saturday 16th September from 1:00pm to 5:00pm.  
There will be fun for everyone with stalls, sideshows, the 
ever-popular dog show, tombola, silent auction, craft 
tent, food and drink, music by our own Cookham 
Cluckers, as well as a range of children’s entertainment.  

The annual Flower & Produce Show will be held in the 
Village Hall and details will be available shortly 
via Cookham.com, the Cookham & Horticultural 
Society, or by contacting helenphilip@hotmail.com 

In addition, Cookham Arts Club members will be 
displaying their work in the Village Hall and teas will be 
available in the WI Hall. 

All proceeds raised at the fete go to local charities.  
Charities that benefited from last year’s fete included 
local branches of the NSPCC and The Samaritans, The 
Eighth Maidenhead Guides, Cookham Dean School, 
Cookham Allotments, Cookham.com and Foodshare.  

The fete committee is currently looking for a new 
member to help with the organisation of this fun annual 
event.  If you would like to get involved please contact 
Pam Forrester as below. 

Fete enquiries email: pamelaforrester@aol.com 

 

COOKHAM DEAN BROWNIES  

Cookham Dean Brownies are looking for new members 
(girls aged 7-10 years), as well as adult helpers!  The 
small but lively group meets on Thursdays from 
6:00pm-7:20pm in Cookham Dean Village Hall. 

Contact:  1stcookhamdean.brownies@gmail.com or 
register at: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk  

 
 

http://www.cookhamdeanvillagehall.com/
http://www.cookhamdeanvillagehall.com/
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LITTER PICK - Saturday 18th March 

Please come and join your fellow residents in a 

village-wide litter pick of Cookham Dean on 

Saturday 18th March.   

Our ‘Spring Cleaners’ will meet at Cookham Dean 

Village Hall at 9:45am where routes, hi-vis jackets, 

litter sacks and pickers will be distributed.  Please 

bring your own gloves.   

This annual event has been highly effective in past 

years, collecting up to 70 sacks of rubbish from our 

roads, paths and hedgerows.  We live in a beautiful 

place and hope that you can help us keep it that way 

for another year.  If you need further information, 

please contact Peter Austen on 07802 216241 or 

email chairman@cookhamdeanvillagehall.com  

 

NSPCC/CHILDLINE EVENTS 

The NSPCC/CHILDLINE is holding two 
fundraising events this spring.  The first is the ever-
popular Trivia Quiz with Rob and Jackie Atkinson 
setting the questions and ensuring that there is fair 
play and absolutely no cheating!  This is a quiz for 
everyone – not too highbrow and guaranteed to be 
fun.   

The quiz will be held in Cookham Dean Village Hall 
on Friday 31st March.  Doors open at 7:00pm for 
a 7.30pm start.  Tickets cost £30 to include a 
delicious two-course meal. To book a table (tables 
of eight) please contact Sue Teasdale on 077990 
64241 

The second event is the Annual Bridge Supper 
to be held at Temple Golf Club on Tuesday 16th 
May.  To book a table (£25 each and £100 per 
table) please email tessa@thepadfields.com or call 
01628 482455. 

 

MAIDENHEAD PAINTING CLUB 

Do you know about Maidenhead Painting Club's art 
classes in the Village Hall?  Called a Mixed Media 
class, acrylics are the medium mostly used but 
pastels, charcoal and collage are also included.  
Well-known local artist, Gary Spencer, is the tutor 
and although Gary teaches to a programme, he is 
happy to accommodate all styles and abilities.   
Classes are either from 10:30am to 1:00pm or 
2:00pm to 4:30pm, and usually run for 10 weeks 
keeping to local school term times.  They cost 
around £10 a session, payable in advance usually 
for the whole term.  

For further information on the classes or planned 
Monday afternoon workshops, please email Diane 
Large at diane@dlarge.plus.com 

FRENCH CONVERSATION?  

If you would like to build your confidence in speaking 
French, then Cookham Twinning organises weekly 
French conversation meetings on Fridays at 12:00 
noon.  On the first Friday of the month, the meetings 
are held in person at The Old Swan Uppers and on the 
remaining Fridays we meet online.  All standards 
welcome.  For more information, contact 
stephaniediggon@hotmail.com 

 

COOKHAM DEAN PAINTERS  
Exhibition 11th – 25th June 

Cookham Dean painters will be exhibiting again as 
part of Bucks Art Weeks at the Old Cricket Pavilion, 
Cookham Dean, from 11th to 25th June, 11:00am to 
5:00pm (except Mondays and Tuesdays). 

Gary Spencer, Muriel Burley, Diane Large, Pauline 
Allies, Amanda Purrington, Liz Cooper and Patricia 
Ashcroft invite you to come and see their show. 

Some members of the group have been involved with 
art all their adult lives and some have taken it up after 
other careers.  They have been painting together for 
about eight years, originally at the WI Hall in Cookham 
Dean under the tutorship of Gary Spencer.  Further 
information at: https://www.bucksartweeks.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRINITY TALKS  

Trinity Talks are usually held at Bel and The Dragon in 
Cookham High Street on the third Monday of the 
month and celebrate the talents of people living in 
Cookham and its environs.  These are fund-raising 
events for Holy Trinity Church.    

Everyone is welcome, but as capacity is limited it is 
advisable to check in advance.  Places at £20 each can 
be reserved by phone on 01628 527465 or by 
email stephaniediggon@hotmail.com.  Pay cash on 
arrival from 6:30pm at Bel and The Dragon for 
Prosecco and canapés.  The talks start at 7:00pm and 
finish around 8:00pm.   

mailto:chairman@cookhamdeanvillagehall.com
mailto:tessa@thepadfields.com
mailto:diane@dlarge.plus.com
mailto:stephaniediggon@hotmail.com
https://www.bucksartweeks.org.uk/
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CDVC Church Road, Cookham Dean, Berks SL6 9PD | Charity no. 284178 | www.cookhamdeanvillagehall.com 

 

COOKHAM ARTS CLUB  

Cookham Arts Club was founded for the study and 
encouragement of the arts and offers a wide range 
of activities in the visual arts field of painting, 
sketching, etc.  New members are always welcome.   

 

Membership benefits include: 
• Painting sessions every Tuesday afternoon at 

Cookham Dean Village Hall, with fortnightly 
optional painting topics, tea and cakes, and a 
friendly critique. 

• Monthly meetings at the Parish Centre, Cookham 
on the third Thursday include demonstrations 
and illustrated lectures. 

• All-day workshops four times a year led by a 
professional artist. 

• Exhibitions held twice a year in Pinder Hall, 
Cookham Rise. 

• Outdoor painting sessions each month in the 
summer at local venues. 

• Social events in mid-summer and at Christmas. 

• Monthly newsletter providing details of 
forthcoming activities. 

 

COOKHAM DEAN WI  

Cookham Dean WI, founded in 1920, meets on the 
second Thursday afternoon of each month and 
details of meetings are displayed on our 
noticeboard by the WI Hall gate.  A wide variety of 
talks and social events are organised – and there 
is always tea and cake!  New members and visitors 
are welcome.   

Contact: cookhamdeanwi@berkshirewi.co.uk 

The WI Hall (now with wi-fi) can be hired at 
reasonable rates for social, educational and 
business meetings, as well as private celebrations.  
See: hirecdwihall@cookhamdean.org.uk 

 

 
 
 

WILDCOOKHAM 

The pleasure of doing something for nature 

This is going to be a very busy year for local wildlife 
group WildCookham as the local and national plans 
to protect nature gather momentum.  We are so 
grateful to the people who are already getting 
involved and helping us to make a difference in 
protecting our natural world.  If you'd like to find out 
how you can help, even in a small way, we would love 
to hear from you.  Contact wildcookham@gmail.com 

Spring means that there is much more to do and 
see.  For gardeners looking to go a little wild this year 
we have the launch of the 2023 Wildlife Gardens 
Awards on 22nd March.  This is the successor to our 
very successful Wild About Gardens project, 
extending it to a Borough-wide programme (and a 
key element of the recently adopted RBWM 
Biodiversity Action Plan).  You can get some great 
wild garden ideas from our special visit to Waltham 
Place on 21st March and there are the Bluebell Walks 
at Little Harwood in late April.  A full programme 
through late spring and summer includes dawn 
chorus walks, evenings out to find glow worms and 
bats, and monthly 'what's about?' outings.  Book 
places at www.meetup.com/wildcookham 

More people are realising the wide range of benefits 
from being involved with nature and WildCookham 
offers practical opportunities.  We have a very full 
year ahead as we focus on our many 'hands on' 
projects to improve our local natural spaces and 
these will be discussed at a meeting on 15th 
March.  You can be involved in so many ways with the 
satisfaction of making a real difference.   

Do contact us at wildcookham@gmail.com  if you 
would like to be at the 15th March meeting or to 
discuss how you might help.   

 

 

 

FRIENDS OF COOKHAM ABBEY 

An evening with BBC Historian Dr Janina Ramirez at 
7:00pm on Saturday 15th April 2023, at the Sir 
Bernard Miller Centre, Cookham.  

At this fundraising event, Oxford Professor Dr. 
Ramirez will be talking about her latest book Femina 
covering the great women written out of our 
Medieval History including Cookham’s very own 
Saxon Queen Cynethryth. 

Dr. Gabor Thomas will also be on hand to provide 
news on the excavations and you will see the latest 
finds from the Cookham Abbey dig.  Tickets available 
from: https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/friends-of-
cookham-abbey/t-vvmpynd 

 

Cookham Arts Club 
81st Annual 

 Exhibition & Sale of Paintings, 
Ceramics, Sculpture  

By local artists 
 

At Pinder Hall, Cookham Rise, SL6 9EH 
15th to 27th August 2023 

Open daily 10:00am-6:00pm 
Exhibition closes at 4:45pm on Sunday 27th 

 

ADMISSION FREE 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:cookhamdeanwi@berkshirewi.co.uk
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https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/friends-of-cookham-abbey/t-vvmpynd
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COOKHAMS FOOTPRINT 
Use the free local service to cut your carbon 
and your costs 

Cookhams Footprint energy teams have been busy 
visiting homes, offering advice on insulating and 
helping residents by tackling any draughts.  We have 
visited over 35 homes this winter and there is one 
common message from this: the vast majority do not 
have sufficient loft insulation and a few have none at 
all.  With the lifting of the energy cap this coming April, 
we must prepare for yet higher energy bills next 
winter.  Please, please check your lofts and, if you can’t, 
we are happy to do it for you.  Loft insulation should 
aim to be 270 to 300mm deep.  It’s like putting a warm 
woollen hat on when heading out on a winter’s walk. 
Contact cookhamsfootprint@gmail.com 

Cookhams Footprint has recently been awarded a 
grant towards a thermal camera.  This is a fantastic 
addition that will allow us to offer a thermal service to 
identify where the cold spots are in your house and 
where to focus attention.  Do contact us now to use this 
service as once the warmer days arrive in spring the 
images won’t be so pronounced – so ask us to visit 
before the end of March if you’re interested. 

During the year we hope to hold events in the village, 
whether in the library, scout fair or school fairs, with 
the aim of encouraging the circular economy.  Call it 
jumble or freecycle: we all have things that we no 
longer need and someone else might like.  Charity 
shops simply cannot cope with the sheer amount of 
stuff we churn out and we do not want it to go to 
landfill. 

Look out for more details in the Parish Magazine or 
come and chat to us at any of the public events we will 
be attending. 

If you would like Toby, Neil or Sue to visit you to 
discuss how you can cut your carbon footprint and 
save money, please contact us 
at cookhamsfootprint@gmail.com 

MAIDENHEAD WEA 

Maidenhead WEA is currently planning its course 
programme for the September 2023 and January 2024 
terms.  It is hoped to have face-to-face courses in art 
history, politics, history and architecture, and Sandra 
Smith has been booked to hold a study day on 9th 
October at Norden Farm.  The brochure should be 
available on Cookham.com in May. 

COOKHAM AND COOKHAM DEAN 

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Programme for 2023 

Meetings last Wednesdays of the month at 

7:30pm 

25th January - Potted History: The Story of Plants in 

the Home by Catherine Horwood, Journalist, Author 

and Social Historian 

22nd February - Shrubs: Growing and Pruning by 

Graham Talbot, Horticulture Lecturer, BCA  

29th March - Spring Show 

26th April - The Perfume of Plants by John Baker and 

June Colley, Hanging Hostas Garden  

31st May - Gardening in a Changing Climate by Peter 

Gibbs, Meteorologist and Co-chair, BBC Gardeners’ 

Question Time 

Tuesday 6th June, 2:30pm - Visit to Foxington, 

Britwell Salome, Watlington, Oxon  

Wednesday 5th July, 2:00pm - Visit to Robin Hill, 

Waterend, near Stokenchurch, Bucks  

16th September - Village Fete and Flower and 

Produce Show  

27th September - Do Your Roots Need Doing? 

Andrew Mikolajski, Writer, Speaker and RHS judge  

25th October - Hellebores by Samantha Hopes, 

Hopes Garden Plants  

29th November - Frankincense, Myrrh and the 

Incense Trail by Dr Sandy Primrose, Author and 

Biologist 

More information: family.downes@gmail.com 

Tennis and Croquet 

Cancelled fo
r 2023

mailto:cookhamsfootprint@gmail.com
mailto:cookhamsfootprint@gmail.com
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THE VILLAGE LIFE CALENDAR - AT A GLANCE 

Saturday 18th March Cookham Dean Litter Pick, 9:45am, Cookham Dean Village Hall 

Wednesday 22nd March Launch of the 2023 Wildlife Gardens Awards 

Friday 31st March Trivia Quiz (fundraising event for NSPCC/CHILDLINE), 7:00pm 
Cookham Dean Village Hall 

Friday 21st April Wine Wit and Wisdom, 7:30pm, Cookham Dean Village Hall 

Friday 28th April The Cherry Pickers’ Comedy Night, 7:00pm, Cookham Dean Village Hall 

Friday 5th May Coronation Metre Market, 9:00am-2:00pm, Village Green 

Saturday 6th May Coronation Music Festival, 3:00pm-10:00pm, Village Green. Food and 
bar available. 

Sunday 7th May The Big Lunch’, 1:00pm-5:00pm, Village Green 

Monday 8th May ‘The Big Help Out’, 1:00pm-5:00pm, Village Green 

Tuesday 16th May Annual Bridge Supper (fundraising event for NSPCC/CHILDLINE), 
Temple Golf Club  

11th – 25th June Cookham Dean Painters Exhibition, Old Cricket Pavilion, Cookham 
Dean 

15th – 27th August Cookham Arts Club Exhibition & Sale of Paintings, Ceramics, Sculpture, 
Pinder Hall, Cookham Rise 

Saturday 2nd September Cookham Regatta – Marsh Meadow 

Sunday 10th September The Gravity Grand Prix 

Saturday 16th September Cookham Dean Village Fete - Village Green 

Friday 6th October The Cherry Pickers’ Comedy Night, Cookham Dean Village Hall 

Saturday 4th November Bonfire & Fireworks, Village Green, Cookham Dean 

Sunday 26th November Lighting of Cookham Dean Christmas Tree with carol singing 

Saturday 2nd December Village Club Christmas Party and Pantomime 

Tuesday 26th December Boxing Day Games - Village Green 

YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU!  

The Village Club, which operates the Village Hall, is made up of villagers who choose to be members and is 

run by a small committee.  Only about 120 of the 600 households in the village are currently members, 

although a lot of you think you are!  Membership costs just £20 a year and provides benefits such as cheaper 

hall booking, advance notice of events and first, cheaper options on tickets.  You can also book and borrow 

hall equipment and most importantly, know that you are supporting an important element of our village life.   

If you did not pay £20 last October, then you are no longer a member (several people are paying us smaller 

amounts because they have not updated their standing order for years).  We will send an email to all current 

members shortly, confirming their membership.  If you don’t get one – you are not in the Club!  If you would 

like to join, go to cookhamdeanvillagehall.com and click on ‘Join us’.  

Our committee is currently looking for recruits and in particular, a secretary.  If you feel able to help – and it 

really is not onerous – please contact Peter Austen at chairman@cookhamdeanvillagehall.com. 

 

HIRE THE HALL OR THE PAVILION 

Go to https://cookhamdeanvillagehall.com/HallBooking to check availability of the hall and make a 

booking for  your activity or event.  Have you thought about using the Old Cricket Pavilion at the north end 

of the Village Green for your smaller event? It is now equipped with wi-fi. Contact 

bookings@cookhamdeanvillagehall.com if you would like to view. 

mailto:chairman@cookhamdeanvillagehall.com
https://cookhamdeanvillagehall.com/HallBooking
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